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Academic Optimism of Schools: A Force
for Student Achievement

Wayne K. Hoy
The Obio State University
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St. Jobn’s University
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The Obio State University

Researchers bave been challenged to go beyond socioeconomic status in
the search for school-level characteristics that make a difference in student
achievement. The purpose of the present study was to identify a new construct,
academic optimism, and then use it to explain student achievement while
controlling for socioeconomic status, previous achievement, and urbanicity.
The study focused on a diverse sample of 96 bigh schools. A random sample of
teachers from each school provided data on the school’s academic optimism,
and student achievement scores and demographic characteristics were obtained
from the state department of education. A confirmatory factor analysis and
bypotbesis tests were conducted simultaneously via structural equation mod-
eling. As predicted, academic optimism made a significant contribution to stu-
dent achievement afier controlling for demographic variables and previous
achievement. The findings support the critical nature of academic optimism.

KEYWORDS: academic emphasis, collective academic optimism, school achieve-
ment, teacher self-efficacy, trust
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Selbstwirksamkeit

akademischer Fokus
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Selbstwirksamkeit

Vertrauen in
Schiiler:innen akademischer Fokus
und Eltern
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Sample: 125 Lehrpersonen an 33 Deutschschweizer Primarschulen
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z.B. «Ich kann die Unterrichtszeit flir das Lernen

der Schulerinnen und Schiiler gut nutzen.»

Effektivitdat im Unterrichtshandeln
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2.B. «Ich will unbedingt wissen, was ich in meinem

/ Unterricht noch besser machen kann.»

Veranderungsinteresse
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Gehen Sie davon aus, dass die Intelligenz von Schiilerinnen und
Schilern im Unterricht gefordert werden kann?

z.B. «Alle Schiilerinnen und Schiiler besitzen ein bestimmtes
Growth Mindset Schiiler:innen Ausmass an Intelligenz, das... (nicht) verandert werden kann.“
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Martin E. P.
Seligman

Be more optimistic
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Selbstwirksamkeit

Vertrauen in
Schiler:innen und akademischer Fokus
Eltern
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